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Learning never stops whether one is in or out of the classroom. Graduate study requires
significant commitments of time and money, not to mention the rigorous academic demands it
presents. Successful completion of a graduate program requires wholehearted personal
motivation.

Reasons to Go

© Compelling academic, intellectual, or career interest

© To advance in a field in which you alteady have had significant
exposure

(The above reasons assume that your professional career goals have

been well thought out and that advanced study is the next logical

step to achieving these goals.)

Reasons Not to Go
® You do not know what to do with your Liberal Arts degree
©® To avoid entering the “real world”

ﬁw«wfmg The ﬁff/vo/axwﬂmm of %&w&mf& %ooé:..

Astking yourself the following questions will help you assess your needs, interests, values, skills and goals
in order to make an informed decision abont pursuing a graduate degree.

What are my short-range and long-range career goals?
How might graduate school affect my career or professional plans?
Will the graduate degree enhance or narrow my employment prospects?

Am I mentally and physically prepared to undertake this type of an academic commitment?
At the present time, do I have other needs that conflict with pursuing a graduate degree?
Would I benefit more by gaining some practical experience before pursuing graduate studies?
Can I realistically invest the time and money required to pursue another academic degree?
What type of value, if any, do I place on attaining a graduate degree?

VA A A% A% A A A A A A A A NANA AN AN
MOTIVATION X ABILITY
- PERFORMANCE

W/ VAV VAV VAV VAY VAV VAY VAY VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VA\l



“UOTSIOIP FNOA JO

WOy} SUTWIOJUT ‘S39139]
UONEPUIWITIOI9F FNOA
a101m oym 9[doad 01
$910U NOA-YULY) PUG
1SI] Sunrem Iyl

UO SJUIpNIS JWPE ULd
£o1) 11} OS TVOTSIIIP
oA jo noi paydoooe
JEY} SONISIDATUN PUE
53827102 Fo110 AJNON]
“UONNINISUT UISOYD
oA o1 3sodop & puag
‘noA 1doooe

e} SUONMINSUT IISTA
"popoou

SB ‘SMITAIIIUL I[NPAYDS
*939[dw0d s1 a1y oL
9INS I3eW O} SAUIPELIP
FOY) 930J9q SUOIMINSUT
[[E U3 2947

L © 9 © @

(‘AreA ued sweiSold pue SoOURISWNOILD [RNPIAIPUL QUI[OWIT) [BISUSS PIPUSWIIOIAI € ST STYT,)

dn-mopog
ONIYdS

PYO PV

[erdueur] 22 e dn yord
7O AOZ'PILSFEy MMM

1€ JUI-UO

(VSAVD) prv 3usprig
[e3opa,] 303 vonearddy
9914 943 Mo 14
‘suopeordde
paterdwod ur puag
“UONEPUIWWOIIF

JO $I9139] UTEIq O

aswyy uopeoyddy

“TIVA

*asn swersord

Jsow 927AF9S A[qUIosse
ejep J0 vonedrdde
[BUOTEBU 213 JOJ 391SI303
01 poou Aewr nof
‘fooyos me[ 30 ‘Anerpod
‘Ayredoaiso ‘Areurroloa
TeIUIP [edTpowr JO,{
‘saprjod suorssTwpe
BuI[[oI pUE SIUIPEIP
uopeodrdde vo ooy
*JOSIAPE

39938 ¥ puk Anoey Aq
SIUSWILIOD JOJ PIMIIAT
J1 2ARY pue Aessd
uonesrdde mok 2114
-arqrssod 1 9saz1uT

JO SUORMINSUT JISTA
“S[errorew

pre [eURUY puE
voneordde o3 9aTrA\
"SUIEXD SUOISSIWPE
arenpesd parmbar oxe],

Suididdy o2 rorsg
UANWNWNAIS

“UONEPUIWLIODI]
JO S39139]

ureaqo ‘arerdordde J1
‘sdrysrejoyos
[EUONEU 21E3NSIAUT
'S31893

UOISSIWPE 9)eNperd
arerrdoxdde so3
aredard pue 1915180y
"syuowoFbos
uoneordde

pue swerdord mnoqe
szo1uowr A)[noey pue
JOSTApE JNOL 01 N[BT,
‘swergord pue
‘SUOTIMITISUT 1S9391UT
JO SEaTE YOTeISIY

Surdjddy o3 1orrg
ONIYdS

Qé&g\s& g& wco\wo.m &w&ﬁ\&&




S;WM o %&w&mf& %005

It is important to assess your interests, skills, and values and clarify specific career goals before
you begin the process of choosing a program to apply for admission.

A. Identifying Potential Schools

A

¥
¥
¥

Use Peterson’s Guides to Graduate School or Grad Schools.com on Career Services
website at http://careers.owu.edu.

Access graduate school program descriptions via links to specific schools on the
Internet.

Talk with faculty and alumni for recommendations of programs to consider.

Read professional journals and posters in academic departments.

B. Researching Schools

Y
Y

A

Request catalogs and application materials directly from the graduate programs.
Check ratings in various publications (U.S. News and World Report, etc.) and also
professional associations regarding the schools’ reputation for academic and
professional preparation.

Visit campuses: talk to current students & faculty, attend a couple of classes.

C. Comparing Graduate Schools/Programs

Y

Y

Factors to consider include:

¢ Personal interests, goals, needs.

Costs, financial aid offered.

Reputation of program and faculty.

Location, size, facilities of school.

Requirements, departmental courses and offerings, and design of program (thesis vs.
non-thesis, comprehensive exams, practical experience).

Entrance requirements (GPA, tests, course prerequisites).

Housing/living options.

Assistance from mentors and colleagues.

Success of graduates in finding employment upon completion of the degree.

¢ Application requirements and ratio of applications to acceptances (acceptance rate).
Also consider the research and teaching interests and academic backgrounds of the
faculty members. Initiating contact with professors that share your interests can be a
good way to discover more about the program and increase your chances of admission.

* & o o

* & o o

D. Making Your Decision

M
Y
¥
Y

Apply as early as possible.

Apply to “stretch” schools, probable admits, and also have at least one “safety” school.
Think about your match with the schools—what kind of graduate experience would
you like to haver (i.e. location, size, similar to/different from OWU, relationships with
taculty, emphasis on theory vs. application, etc.)



Most graduate programs require the appropriate entrance examination as part of
the application for admission.

A. Register for the Entrance Examination

v

v

v

Registration materials are available in Career Services for most graduate
entrance examinations. Information can also be found on our website at
http://catreers.owu.edu/grad.htm

Many tests (i.e. GRE & GMAT) ate taken on a computer and testing dates are arranged on an
individual basis.

Pay attention to the entrance requirements of each graduate school—some may require more than
one test (i.e. GRE subject tests in addition to the general GRE).

Be aware of any test registration deadlines; many are earlier than you might expect. Don’t be late or
you pay extra or even risk the opportunity of being able to take the exam.

B. Prepare for the Examination

v

v

It is important for you to spend time familiarizing yourself with the design and content of the
examination before the last minute.

Study guides ate available in the Career Services Library. These books can also be purchased in
bookstores or checked out of your local public library. In addition, some external organizations,
such as Kaplan and Princeton Review, offer preparatory courses.

It takes some time and planned thought for your references to prepare a strong recommendation to support
your application to graduate school. Never give a person’s name as a reference without asking the person
first and giving him or her ample time to write it.

A. Reference Options

D4

D4

Requesting letters of recommendation directly from faculty—Some faculty & departments prefer to
prepare and send individual letters of recommendation to each program.

Establish a Reference File of faculty recommendations—Career Services will collect and retain
letters to be sent out to schools on your behalf. This service is especially helpful if you are not
applying to graduate school immediately after graduation. Recommendations filed with us are kept
in our office for five years after graduation and sent to graduate schools upon request. Letters are
sent free up to 4 months after graduation—after that time, sets are $5 each or 8 sets for $20. Please
check with Career Services for further details about starting a references file.

B. Selecting Someone as a Reference

D4

><
><

Choose professors and professionals who know your capabilities, academic strengths, and are
familiar with you in a variety of settings.

Choose individuals who will write well and have an idea of what is relevant to graduate programs.
You may want to vary your references, choosing professors from different departments and an
employment supervisor.

C. Providing your Reference with Helpful Information

D4
><

><
D4

Schedule an appointment to discuss your plans and career goals with your references. Ask if the
reference feels he/she knows you well enough to give you a strong, positive recommendation.
Prepare a packet for each reference which provides information that they can utilize to strengthen
their comments: current resume, a copy of your transcript, samples of your work, a copy of your
personal statement, information specific to the graduate program.

Include the reference form (if applicable) provided as part of the application materials and a
stamped, addressed envelope.

Allow your references ample time, and always follow-up to insure completion.

D. Always say “thank you” (verbally and in writing)

D4

Also keep your references informed of your status throughout the application process.
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Your application is one of the most revealing indications of your motivation towards graduate
study. Often it is the first impression that the institution will receive of you. It is critical that
you are attentive to details and deadlines. Apply early!

A. The Application

'

'

'

'

Make a copy of the application and write out your answers before finalizing the
information that you are providing the school.

Be certain that your application is complete, neatly typed (typewriters are available in
Career Services), contains no spelling errors and is written clearly where handwriting is
required. (A messy application gives a very poor impression.)

Make a copy for your personal files. (This is important to have if your original
application does not reach its intended destination.)

Mail early and confirm that the institution has received your application.

Personal Statement

'
' d
' d

' d
'
'

Read the question and answer what they’re asking! What does the reader want to
know?

Write straight from the heart. Create a sense of your personality. Supplement the rest
of your materials by providing them with information that they are not discovering in
other parts of your application. Catch the reader with a bold or interesting opening
statement.

Include specific reasons for your interest in this area of study, highlights from your
academic achievements (i.e. major research projects), future plans and details of special
and unique experiences (i.e. travel, community service, etc.).

After writing your first draft, take a break and then return to it later for revision.

Ask a faculty member, career advisor, and writing center tutor to review and critique it.
Keep a copy for your files and refer to it in preparation for an interview with graduate
school faculty members. Many interviewers use the statement of purpose as an opener.

C. Transcripts

rd

rd

For details regarding requests for and costs related to obtaining academic transcripts,
please visit the Registrar’s Office in University Hall.

Don’t forget to obtain transcripts from other colleges/universities you have attended, as
necessary.

. Interviews

'

' d

Most schools do not conduct an interview; however, you may be invited to the school
for a personal interview. This is your chance to shine! For details on preparation for
the interview, please review the Interviewing Skills booklet available in Career Services.
Another opportunity available through Career Services is to practice your interviewing
skills in a videotaped mock interview. Learn how to promote yourself and make your
mistakes with an advisor rather than during the actual interview.



A.

\ ‘_ )~ Contrary to popular belief, financial aid is not readily available for all

. graduate students. Therefore, it is important for you to become aware of
) the sources of aid which are available. To determine the availability of
financial aid at the graduate school to which you are applying, you should
request information from the graduate school financial aid office and the
academic department of your interest. Ask questions early and meet all
deadlines!

utright Assistance

B.

o
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Typically called grants, fellowships, traineeships, or scholarships.

Usually granted by the Dean of the graduate school or departments.

No services are required of the student.

Awards range in monetary amounts.

A stipend may be awarded in addition to a tuition waiver.

Usually only full-time students are eligible.

Talk to Dr. Mark Gingerich, OWU History Department, for information about fellowships
which require institutional sponsorship (i.e. Fulbright, Rhodes, etc.).

Aid in Return for Service

D.

$

L B H

=

$
$

These awards usually carry full or partial tuition remission plus a stipend. Number of hours
worked per week varies.

Research Assistantship: Resembles a job, assisting a professor with research project(s).
Teaching Assistantship: Lecturing, supervising labs, and/or grading papers.

Residence Hall Assistantship: Living in a residence hall with responsibilities ranging from
supervision and programming to handling disciplinary matters.

Graduate Assistantship: May include teaching a class, research and/or other work for the
department.

. Loans

Usually available if vital to continuation of program and must be repaid with interest within
a certain amount of time.
Available through university or banks.

Additional Sources

& B

B B H

Board of Regents in your state of residence.

Professional organizations. For contact information, check the National Trade and
Professional Association Directory in the Career Services Library.

Fraternal, religious, and community organizations.

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) on-line at www.fafsa.ed.gov.
Browse the Financial Aid section of the Career Services Library for further information.

Goodd Lanch!!
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Identifying Graduate Schools
Peterson’s Guides to Graduate Programs % ﬂ
Oftficial Guide to ABA-Approved Law Schools N — }
Complete Book of Law Schools

Complete Book of Medical Schools /
Peterson’s Nursing Programs

Complete Book of Business Schools
Peterson’s MBA Programs
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Application to Graduate Schools

Peterson’s How to Write a Winning Personal
Statement for Graduate and Professional Schools

Real Life Guide to Graduate & Professional School

Graduate School Admissions Adviser

Game Plan for Getting into Medical School

Game Plan for Getting into Business School

Preparing for Entrance Exams
Princeton Review: GRE

Peterson’s GRE CAT Success
Peterson’s GMAT CAT Success
Peterson’s MCAT

Kaplan MCAT Comprehensive Review
LSAT: The Official Triple-Prep Plus
Peterson’s LSAT

Financial Aid

Free Money for Graduate School

The Graduate School Funding Handbook

Financial Resources for International Study

The Minority & Women’s Complete Scholarship Book




